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CHIEF EXECUTIVE: 

  Margo Williamson 

 

8th March 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

I write to give you further information following the First Minister’s announcement 

on 2nd March 2021 concerning the phased return of all pupils from 15th 

March. We are very much looking forward to the return of our pupils and our 

plan is in line with the guidance from Education Scotland. 

 

We have been advised that as well as wearing a face-covering (unless exempt), 

all pupils must maintain 2m physical distancing from those outwith their family 

when in school. This limits the number of pupils we can have in the school 

building at any one time.  However, our aim is to maximise the number of our 

young people in school as far as the guidelines permit, and for senior pupils, to 

allow as many pupils as possible to be taught by their timetabled teachers.     

 

Pupils will be invited to attend as per the table below.  In order to allow pupils to 

be taught, where possible, by their own teachers to allow for the continuity of 

learning, one third of each year group from S3-6 will attend each day from 

Monday to Thursday.  S1 and S2 pupils will attend on Fridays.  To allow 2m 

physical distancing, the maximum number of pupils in each classroom will 

average ten pupils; some classrooms can accommodate more, some fewer.  

 

Monday – Thursday 

 

From Monday to Thursday, the school day will be organised into 8 periods of 40-

50 minutes.  These periods will follow the times below: 

 

Period 1 Period 2 Period 3   Period 4 Period 5   Period 6 Period 7 Period 8 

8.55am 9.45am 10.35am   11.40am 12.20pm   1.50pm 2.30pm 3.10pm 

 

Pupils do not attend check-in but go straight to their class.  Morning interval will 

be at 11.25am and lunchtime at 1pm.   

 

S4-S6 

 

When in school pupils will attend either a single or double period of each of their 

certificate classes.  The final period of each day coincides with the college 

period and, in some cases, a private study period; unless waiting for transport, 

pupils who normally attend college or private study are asked to return home at 
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the start of this period.  Pupils will sorted into group by surname.  In order to 

balance numbers it will be necessary to contact a small number of pupils to 

attend on a different day; we will be in touch with you before the end of 

Wednesday if this applies to your child. 

  

Year group Monday 15/03 

Thursday 18/03 

Monday 22/03 

Monday 29/03 

Tuesday 16/03 

Tuesday 23/03 

Thursday 25/03 

Tuesday 30/03 

Wednesday 17/03 

Wednesday 24/03 

Wednesday 31/03 

Thursday 01/04 

S4, S5 and S6 Surname A-G Surname H-M Surname N-Z 

 

S3 

When in school pupils will attend a single period of most of their chosen subjects.  

The two subjects from both Science and Social Subjects will alternate from week 

to week.  Unlike the senior phase, pupils will be sorted into group by forename. 

 

Year group Monday 15/03 

Thursday 18/03 

Monday 22/03 

Monday 29/03 

Tuesday 16/03 

Tuesday 23/03 

Thursday 25/03 

Tuesday 30/03 

Wednesday 17/03 

Wednesday 24/03 

Wednesday 31/03 

Thursday 01/04 

S3 Forename A-E Forename F-L Forename M-Z 

 

 

Friday 

 

S1 and S2 

 

On Fridays, the only change to the times of periods is that check-in will be 

merged with period 1.  S1 and S2 will be divided into home groups of 8-10 pupils 

and each class will attend one period of a literacy-based subject, a numeracy-

based subject, a creative subject, a health and well-being subject and one 

other.  Principal Teachers of Pupil Care and Support have sorted pupils into 

groups and in doing so, have tried to ensure that pupils are in a group with at 

least one friend.   

 

Specific details of pupil timetables will be shared later this week.  Pupils from S3-6 

should  bring equipment for all subjects each day that they are in school.   

 

Home-learning Provision 

 

As advised by the Director of Schools and Learning in the letter I shared with 

parents and carers last week, our remote learning provision will change.  As you 

will understand from the information above, teachers will be engaged with the 

delivery of face-to-face learning for much of the week.  While we will continue to 

provide materials for home-learning, the quantity will be reduced, and teachers 

will not always be available during timetabled periods to support with home 

learning.  If a teacher is unavailable, pupils are asked to contact their teacher by 

Teams or email, and the teacher will respond when they are available.    
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Keyworker children 

 

The children of keyworkers, as well as pupils who attend at our discretion, will still 

be able to attend the hub from Monday 15th March.  However, due to the 

phased return of all pupils this provision will change and where appropriate, 

children who access the hub will attend classes with others from their year group. 

We ask that if you are a key worker you explore every other avenue for the days 

your child is not timetabled to be in school. 

 

 

Protocols in and around the school 

 

 Where a pupil has school uniform, we ask that this uniform is worn.  However, 

given that we are relatively close to the end of the school year, there is no 

expectation that new items of clothing are bought.  As before, clothing 

appropriate for PE is acceptable.  This also applies to the children of 

keyworkers.  From 15th March, jeans are not acceptable.   

 The school will be open to pupils from 8:15am onwards.  If the weather allows, 

we ask all pupils arrive as close to 8.55am as they can, wait in the precinct 

and go straight to their class when the bells ring.   

 Indoor communal areas will be available only when it is raining outside and 

due to physical distancing, places in each of the communal areas will be 

much reduced.  As a result, it is advised that pupils come to school 

appropriately dressed for cold weather.   

 Pupils must wear a face covering at all times in school unless they are 

exempt. 

 Pupils must follow school and government guidance on physical distancing at 

all times.   

 Pupils must not congregate in the corridors at any time.  

 As before, pupils must use hand sanitiser (unless we have been advised 

otherwise) and desks must be wiped down at the end of each lesson 

 

We anticipate that physical distancing will present the biggest challenge to pupils, 

and would appreciate it if you would take the time to discuss the importance of this 

with your child/ren.  
 

Physical Education 

 

Education Scotland is due to issue updated guidance on PE this week.  At the 

moment, all PE activities must be outdoors and non-contact.   
   
School Transport  

 

School transport will be operating with a 1 meter physical distancing requirement in 

place. Masks must always be worn on school transport unless your child is exempt. 

 

College 
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Classes with Angus and Dundee College will not resume at the moment. The college 

will continue to provide home learning materials for college courses.   

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Malcolm Smart 

Head Teacher 

 

 
 


