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Human relationships—Love  

 Love is a word that we hear about all the time.  Magazines, books films, soap operas are filled 

with stories about romantic relationships both good and bad.  Nearly every song in the charts 

lyrics are about someone falling in or out of love.  We have different types of love, romantic 

love, love for food, love for our friends (platonic), hobbies, pets.  

    We humans appear to be obsessed with love!    

Activity 1   What is love? 

Q1   Explain what you think love is 

 Q2  A)  Describe a title of a song and a film which are about love and explain what it says 

about love. 

 Activity 2   Do we do believe the same thing about love? 

Discuss with someone at home your answer for question 1.   

Did you both write down the same thing?    

Then discuss and write down your answers the questions below.    

 Is everyone's view of love the same?  

 Describe how the media influences our ideas about what love is ?  

 Explain if you agree with the way love is shown in movies songs and books is true to life?  

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 
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Activity 2 

Create  a poster which explains what Islam, Christianity and Buddhism believe about love. It 

must include 1 quote from each religion. 

Religion and Love 
ISLAM AND LOVE 

Islam  makes the definition between love and 

lust.  Both are natural human emotions, but 

how we act on them is important.  If one falls 

in love, and informs ones guardians that they 

love and wants  sanctify their love in the sa-

cred bond of marriage so that they may love 

each other for the rest of their lives would be 

counted as a virtue and a good deed. Lust is 

not  permissible on the other hand.  

CHRISTIANITY AND LOVE 

Love is a key attribute of God 

in Christianity, and 1 John 4:8 states: "God 

is love." The love of God has been the   

centre of the spirituality of a number 

of Christians.  While love is important for 

Christians, they understand that much 

more makes a  relationship.  

BUDDHISM  AND LOVE 

Buddhist love includes those forms of love that are 

characterized by freedom. Love that involves cling-

ing, lust, confusion, neediness, fear, or grasping to 

self would, in Buddhist terms, be seen as         

attachment.  Buddhist tradition has a range of prac-

tices and reflections designed show our capacity to 

love.  
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CREATE YOUR POSTER HERE 
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Sexualities 

To understand relationships we first have to understand sexualities, this is how some chose to 

identify their emotional, romantic or sexual preferences for a partner.   

Sexuality can change over time it isn’t fixed. People’s attraction may change over time or it 

may stay the same. Heterosexual relationships were considered the most ‘normally’ however 

variations in what is believed to be the normal in sexuality has existed over 100s of years. 

 

Different Types of Sexualities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Religion & Sexuality 

Religion has a complicated relationship with sexuality. In history there is lots of examples of 

people have different sexualities and it being accepted. However there is a lot of evidence 

that shows that people have been discriminated because of who they love and are attracted 

to.  

 

To understand what sort of relationships religion believe are important and what they should 

look like we need to understand their views on human sexuality.  
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Religious Views on different types of sexualities  

Christianity  Muslim  Buddhist  

Positive Negative Positive Negative Positive Negative 
Pope Francis 2013 

"the key is for the 

church to welcome, 

not exclude, and 

show mercy, not 

condemnation. If a 

person is gay and 

seeks God and has 

good will, who am I 

to judge?"   

Leviticus 18:22    

"You shall not lie 

with a male as with 

a woman; it is an 

abomination."  

Ludovic-Mohamed 

Zahed a Muslim 

Imam                   

“The alleged duty to 

kill homosexuals an 

transsexuals is a lie 

invented by extreme 

ideas. Islam is a  

religion of respect 

and tolerance. The 

prophet               

Muhammad        

welcome effeminate 

men with no desire 

or women into his 

home ”   

Qur'an 4:16         

“And as for the two 

of you men who are 

guilty of lewdness, 

punish them both. 

And if they repent 

and improve, then 

let them be. Lo! 

Allah is Merciful.” 

Dali Lama               

“If an individual has 

no faith, that is a 

different matter. If 

two men really love 

each other and are 

not religious, then 

that is OK by me.”                           

Dali Lama            

“They want me to 

condone               

homosexuality. But I 

am a Buddhist and, 

for a Buddhist, a 

relationship        

between two men is 

wrong. Some sexual 

conduct in marriage 

is also wrong.” 

While in some religions there may be negative views about certain sexualities there are        

important themes of respect and tolerance in religion. Some religious people believe            

tolerance and love is more important and support people’s lifestyle choices.  

In most countries people’s sexual orientation is protected in anti-discrimination laws. This 

means they cannot be treated any differently due to their romantic choices any shape or form 

Activity 3 

Explain 2 different religious view points about sexuality.      

Make sure you include both sides 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________      

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Marriage & Civil Partnerships 

WHAT IS MARRIAGE IN SCOTLAND 

Marriage is seen as civil (in law) and religious    

unions between individuals. This means that they 

are united not just in love but also enter a         

contract which has rights and responsibilities to 

each person. In 2014 this was extended to include 

same sex marriages.  

Marriages as a whole are slowly  

declining in the UK.  

There may be many reasons why 

this is happening.  

But at first we need to understand 

what a marriage is and why it is 

seen as important to some people 

and not to others.  

WHO CAN GET MARRIED IN SCOTLAND 
 

You can get married in Scotland if you're: 
- aged 16 or over 
- in an opposite sex or same sex relationship 
- not married or in a civil partnership with someone else 
- capable of understanding what marriage means and of 
consenting to marriage. THIS BIT IS VERY IMPORTANT 

WHAT IS A CIVIL PARTNERSHIP IN SCOTLAND 

A civil partnership is a legal relationship which 

can be registered by two people of the same 

sex. A civil partnership gives you the same 

rights and responsibilities as marriage. This 

may be allowed for opposite sex couples later 

in 2020.   

WHO CAN GET CIVIL PARTNERSHIP IN SCOTLAND 
 

You can get married in Scotland if you're: 
- aged 16 or over 
- you are in a same sex relationship 
- not married or in a civil partnership with someone else 
- capable of understanding what marriage means and of 
consenting to marriage. THIS BIT IS VERY IMPORTANT 

Civil Partnerships declined quite        

sharply. This happened at the same 

time same sex marriages were intro-

duced in Scotland 

They may rise again when opposite sex 

marriages are allowed to civil           

partnerships. 
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Activity 4 

1) Explain what marriage is in Scotland. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2) Explain what a civil partnership is in Scotland. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3) Explain why you think that marriage and civil partnerships rates have dropped.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VIEWS ON MARRIAGE 

Every person has different views on marriage, this might be because of how they were brought up, their  

religions and beliefs, their experiences of family and what they see as important. For some people they may 

see marriage as an important set of adulthood and the beginnings of starting a family, for others it may be a 

sign of commitment to the person they love, others might see it as an out-dated traditions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marriage is seen as  a moral issue as it relates to the beginnings of a family and when people should be 

joined together. It also raises issues about roles and responsibilities partners have to each other and how 

they should behave once married.  

More children are growing up in   

relationships where parents have 

separated... this influences on 

whether or not they  want to get 

married,  

People can chose whether or not 

they want to get married,               

unlike  their parents or their      

grandparents who felt an obligation 

to do so  

Having the freedom to focus on what 

you want to do as an individual is 

more important to people in their 

twenties than it was several decades 

ago.  

I wanted to show my love to my 

partner and commit to them for the 

rest of my life. Marriage is the       

ultimate commitment 

We were together for a long time 

and it felt like the next step. We had 

bought a house and lived together 

for a long time.  

It's a spiritual thing . We want to 

commit our lives to each other     

before God and our families  



 9 

 

RELIGIOUS VIEWS ON MARRIAGE 

CHRISTIAN VIEWS ON MARRIAGE 

Christianity teaches that marriage part of God’s plan. He created man and women so that 

they would pair together under God’s blessing and so that they could have children              

legitimately.  

Christians should be married so that children should be born and sexual relations take place. 

Getting married in a Church for Christians is also important, as it is in the presence of God. 

Marriage is much more than one special day and Christians will make vows during their      

ceremony that they believe are scared and binding. Christians will make  promises to live life 

together and treat each other according to Christian principles. Christian beliefs about     

marriage are based upon the teachings of Jesus in the New Testament.  

 

Christians believe that marriage is a gift from God, however, they don’t believe that  

everyone should be married in order to live a Christian life. Jesus taught that the most        

important thing is that they live their life according to God’s will and this means that a single 

person should be celibate, which means that they are not sexually active until they marry.  

Why do Christian’s see marriage as important in modern times 

Christians, however do argue that marriage is important and they 

believe that marriage helps to stabilise society and provides a    

basis for good moral values and social behaviour, this is due to:  

- Regulating sexual behaviour 

- Providing a permanent and stable environment to bring up chil-

dren 

- Teaching people to be less selfish because they have made a 

commitment to God and their spouse.  

But at the beginning of creation God made them male and female. For this reason a 
man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will    
become one flesh. So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has 
joined together, let man not separate. Mark 10:6-9 
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RELIGIOUS VIEWS ON MARRIAGE 

BUDDHIST VIEWS ON MARRIAGE 

There is no obligation for Buddhists to marry and most Buddhists believe marriage is a 

choice. As long as they are both happy to do so, Buddhists are allowed to cohabit. As a result, 

Buddhists do not have any formal teachings on what the marriage ceremony should consist 

of. The closest that Buddhists come to one is to hold a blessing or celebration but there are 

no religious elements to the event.  

Marriage in Buddhism comprises of a civil ceremony that legally unites two people.            

Buddhist monks may bless a marriage but will not conduct the actual marriage ceremony. 

Therefore, the main content of Buddhist marriage ceremonies reflects the culture of the 

country the couple live in.  

Buddha advised that a married couple should not be harsh or oppressive with each other, 

and should be calm and compassionate.  

Why do Buddhists see marriage as important in modern times 

Buddhists, however do argue that marriage is important and 

they believe that marriage helps to stabilise society and pro-

vides a basis for good moral values and social behaviour so 

that Buddhists can follow the 5 precepts. 

- unite with someone they love or who is a good partner in 
other respects 

- have children 

- create a sound basis for their extended family, including 

their parents 

If a man can find a suitable and understanding wife and a woman can find a         
suitable and understanding husband, both are fortunate indeed.                            
Venerable Dhammananda Maha Nayaka Thera  
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NON-RELIGIOUS VIEWS ON MARRIAGE 

HUMANIST VIEWS ON MARRIAGE 

For Humanists the most important thing is that the two people love each other and have    

decided to offer their commitment and support to each other. Humanists believe that people 

should make their own choice about whom they are going to marry and be happy with that 

choice. They also believe that both parties should enjoy an equal status in a marriage: they 

must see each other as equals. 

Many humanists approve of the idea of marriage; many others believe that marriage is not 

an essential feature of a good relationship and therefore approve of cohabitation (unmarried 

couples living together). People should be free to make mutually agreeable decisions about 

how they wish to live their lives without interference or pressure from others or the state. 

Humanists believe that couples should think carefully before making the decision to get    

married: it is not a commitment that should be entered into lightly.  

 

Why do Humanist see marriage as important in modern times 

Humanist, while not seeing that marriage is important see love and 

acts of love as important. This is because for Humanist love is        

something which is part of being Human and should be celebrated. 

- Therefore they believe we need the love of other people, particularly 

family and friends, to help us in life. 

- It encourages for people to take responsibility for each other’s      
welfare is therefore something humanists value and celebrate  

- Create a sound basis for their extended family, including their parents 

I promise to live with you as equal and different individuals and to recognise and   
accept each other’s strengths and weaknesses. I promise to learn from our shared 
experiences and to build from them.  Quote from Humanist wedding vows 
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Activity 5 

Q1. Read pages 9-11 and fill in the two Venn Diagrams 

 

 What only Christians believe 

about marriage 

What only Buddhist believe 

about marriage 

What both religions 

agree about        

marriage 

What only religious people   

believe about marriage 

What only non-religious people 

believe about marriage 

What both agree 

about marriage 
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Q2. Which belief do you agree with the most about marriage. Explain why you agree with 2 

reasons.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Q3 Do you think that marriage is still needed in today’s time? Give 2 reasons to support your 

answer.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Q4 Marriage vows have key commitments which a partner states they will keep. Explain what 

promises you think are important to keep to your partner. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Same sex Marriages 

Timeline 

1967 The Sexual Offences Act 1967 is an Act of Parliament 

in the United Kingdom It decriminalised homosexual acts in 

private between two men, both of whom had to have 

attained the age of 21.  

1980 Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 1980 decriminalized 

homosexual acts between two men over 21 years of age "in 

private" in Scotland.  

1988 Section 28 of the Local Government Act 1988 stat-

ed local authority "shall not intentionally promote homo-

sexuality or publish material with the intention of pro-

moting homosexuality" or "promote the teaching in 

any school of the acceptability of homosexuality as a pre-

tended family relationship".  

1994  An attempt to amend to lower the age of consent for 

homosexual acts, from 21 to 16 in line with that for hetero-

sexual acts. The vote was defeated and the gay male age of 

consent was lowered to 18. The Lesbian age of consent was 

not set . 

2000 The Labour government scraps the policy of barring 

homosexuals from the armed forces  

2002 Same-sex couples are granted equal rights to adopt  

2004 The Civil Partnership Act 2004 is passed by the Labour 

Government, giving same-sex couples the same rights and 

responsibilities as married heterosexual couples . 

2005 The first civil partnership formed on the 5  December. 

March 2014—Same Sex Marriage  - The law requires cou-

ples to wait at least 16 days after giving notice to the local 

register office before a marriage ceremony can take place . 

This can be held as religious ceremonies as long as they 

consent.  

You have grown up in a time 

where same sex relationships 

are seen as more acceptable in 

comparison to 50, even 20 years 

before.  

This is a moral issue as for those 

who come under the LBTQ+   

umbrella is has been a long   

process for their relationships to 

be accepted in society but also 

protected under law.  

Now people in same sex       

marriages and civil partnerships 

get all the financial benefits and 

as those between a man and a 

woman. They are seen as being 

equally as stable as                 

heterosexual marriages in terms 

of raising and having children. 
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Religious views on same sex Marriages 

Activity 6 

Q1. Using the graph above create a table with the following column headings.  

1. Religions where the majority support same sex marriage. 

2. Religions where the majority oppose same sex marriage.  

 

Using the data from the graph create a list of Religions in order from the highest percentage  in your table. 

Make sure you put the percentage of how many please support/oppose next to the name of the religion.  

 

Q2 Why do you think the religion which supports same sex marriage the most believe in marriage equality? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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ON THE OTHERHAND 
Episcopal Christian Views   

Adapting the Bible to modern culture 
 
Some Christian believes that we have to rework what is 
said in the Bible to modern day society. This means that 
they do not always take the Bible word for word.  

 

In 1976, the General Convention of the Episcopal Church 
declared that “homosexual persons are children of God 
who have a full and equal claim with all other persons 
upon the love, acceptance, and pastoral concern and 
care of the Church" (1976-A069).  

 

In 2015, the canons of the church were changed to make 
the rite of marriage available to all people, regardless of 
gender and sexuality 

 

The Episcopalians believe that same sex marriage and 
relationship are permitted.  

 

ON ONE SIDE 

Christian views  

The Biblical Ethic on Same-Sex Marriage 

For some who believe in living life by the Bible, 
they will accept what is claimed without trying to 
make it fit today's culture.  Let's consider some key 
biblical concepts relating to marriage: 

 

 Marriage is a three-way covenant  between 
man, his wife and God 

 Marriage involves both sexes 

 Marriage requires the concept of 'one flesh' - 
which includes natural         intercourse 

 Man's wife is seen as his companion and 
helper 

 

In the bible marriage is exclusively defined as be-
tween one man and one woman, and this has 
been the universal understanding of marriage 
throughout world history  

 

Same sex marriage is not permitted if you are a 
biblical Christian.  

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Activity 7 

Explain Christian views on same sex marriage. Make sure you explain both sides. 6 marks 
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DIVORCE  
In Scottish law a marriage can be legally ended by the courts if the marriage has ‘broken down irretrievably’. 

This can be justified if  

- A spouse has committed adultery  (cheated)         - A spouse has behaved unreasonable 

 

 

Divorce is a moral issue as it take into consideration who and why people can end a marriage. It also raises 

questions of money and looking after children. If one person wants a divorce while the other doesn't should 

it still go ahead.  

Divorce is straightforward when both parties agree to it. When someone disagrees with the divorce over 

things such as financial matters or children this is where it becomes more complicated. Different cultures and 

countries have different laws and practices surrounding  divorce, divorce is available in every country, it 

might just be easier/harder to achieve.  

While some believe that marriage is forever, some believe that divorce shouldn’t be an easy process and that 

couples should work on their marriage and should only divorce once everything else has been tried.  

Activity 8 

Q.1—Give 3 reasons you think divorce should be granted to couples. Explain why you think it 

is a good reason.  

Q.2—Explain if you think divorces are too easy or difficult to get in the UK.  

- You have lived apart for more than a year and you 

both agree to a divorce 
- You have lived apart for more than 2 years and one 

person doesn't agree to a divorce. 

1. ________________because __________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  . ________________because _________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________because _________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Religious views on Divorce 

CHRISTIAN 

Divorce is mentioned in the Bible, the main source of authority and guidance for Christians. Jesus’s teaching 

on divorce is that it would lead to adultery, which is forbidden in the Ten Commandments, but he did allow 

for divorce in the case of a partner’s    infidelity. Generally divorce is frowned upon, as marriage is           

considered a sacrament and the 

couple have made promises in front 

of God to stay together 

However, The Church of Scotland do not advocate divorce but it is allowed if the marriage has truly broken 

down and cannot be repaired. Many Christians experiencing marital difficulties will try to work through 

them as they have promised before God to stay together for the rest of their lives. A couple may go to their 

church to ask for advice and support. However, sometimes a couple might feel that divorce is the only     

option. Some Christian denominations will allow divorce as a last resort, if the couple have tried all other 

options, eg: 

- marriage counselling 

- talking to a vicar, priest or minister 

- spending time apart 

Remarriage 

Remarriage is the term used for a situation where someone has already been married and divorced, but 

wishes to marry again. The Christian teachings on remarriage differ between the denominations. 

Catholics do not allow remarriage. This is because the person has broken promises they have made in front 

of God once, and so they believe that they should not be given the opportunity to do this again. 

Church in Scotland, do not have an final view on this, but leave the minister to consider the person’s       

personal circumstances. Some may choose not to remarry a person but agree to bless the marriage. 

Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate. Mark 10:9  
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Non-Religious views on Divorce 

Humanist 

Humanists believe that marriage and family breakdown is best avoided and people should work out their 

difficulties, especially if children are involved. But, they recognise sometimes that isn’t possible and believe 

that we only have this life so it should be enjoyed to the full. If you are unhappy, it is acceptable to divorce.  

Humanist marriages have the least amount of divorces per year. This could be due to a number or reasons. 

Humanist wedding ceremonies look at the reason behind choosing to get married and how to create a solid, 

thought-through foundation. 

Remarriage 

There are no rules for remarrying in Humanist marriages however both parties need to be fully committed 

to each other and understand the responsibilities. and roles that being married brings.  

Activity 9—Essay Task - ‘Explain and analyse different views on marriage today’ 

Use the following structure for your essay 

Introduction—Explain what marriage is and reasons why people may want to get married.  

Paragraph 2—Explain the differences  between marriage and civil partnerships in Scotland.  

Paragraph 3—Explain a Religious view on marriage  

  - Why do they think it is important.  

  - How should married couples behave, who can get married. 

  - Include 1 quote which is fully explained.  

Paragraph 4—Explain a Non-religious view on marriage  

  - Why do they think it is important.  

  - How should married couples behave, who can get married. 

  - Include 1 quote which is fully explained.  

Paragraph 5—Explain same sex marriages  

  - Discuss the history of how people were allowed to have same sex marriages  

  - Explain a religious opinion on same sex marriages 

  - Explain a non-religious opinion on same sex marriages 

Paragraph 6 —Explain and analyse divorce   

  - Discuss the reasons why some people may get divorced 

  - Explain a religious opinion on divorce with a quote to support.  

  - Explain a non-religious opinion on divorce with a quote to support.  

Conclusion  — Is marriage important in today’s society? 

  - Do you think marriage is important in today’s society—give two reasons to support your 

  answer.  

‘... humanist marriages are the most likely to result in a couple staying together. Humanist ceremonies have a clear focus 

on the people at the heart of the relationship and their own personal commitments.’ Humanist Society Scotland Chief 

Executive Gordon MacRae   


